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in so short a time: but let me assure you, it's nece sary and therefore to be done."
Parliament realised the imminence of the dange On the day of Cromwell's victory at Gainsborough,: had appointed him Governor of the Isle of Ely. i week later, he received the special thanks of th House for his " faithful endeavours to God and th kingdom," and was voted three thousand pound for his troops. On August loth, an ordinance passe authorising the Associated Counties to raise te thousand foot and five thousand horse to be con manded by the Earl of Manchester. It seemed, ho\? ever, as if the eastern counties would be overru before the new army could be raised. Gainsboroug was taken, Lincoln was abandoned, all Lincolnshii except Boston fell into the power of the Royalists. I Norfolk, Lynn raised the King's standard. Howeve Newcastle turned back with the bulk of his forces t besiege Hull, and while Manchester with all the foe he could get together besieged Lynn, Cromwell wit his cavalry made a bold march into Lincolnshir Sir Thomas Fairfax, who was shut up in Hull wit his father, had with him twenty-one troops of hors useless for the defence of the town, but capable < changing the fortune of the campaign if added 1 Cromwell's force. Fairfax shipped them down tl Humber in boats to Saltfleet in Lincolnshire, thi evading the attempts of Newcastle's cavalry to inte cept him, and effected his junction with Cromwe Both then joined Manchester, who had by this tin captured Lynn, and in October the joint army s about the reconquest of Lincolnshire.